Erma F. Isaac
September 4, 1928 - February 7, 2019

Erma Frances Friesen Isaac was born to Martin D. and Marie Friesen on September 4
1928, the twin of Wilmer. Two more sisters, Laverna and Joann were born before another
set of twins, Robert and Roberta. Erma’s life on the farm in Meade, KS shaped and
refined her beautiful strength and integrity. She learned to enjoy life in the midst of hard
work. She cared for her family as one of the most important callings in her life. Erma
decided to follow Jesus early with the encouragement of her Sunday School teacher.
Erma was saved March 1942 at age 14 and Baptist July 26, 1942. (1 John 1:9, Psalm
19:14) Erma and was a lifelong, active church and Sunday School member. Along with her
husband she gathered people into caring fellowship and relationship with God. Both in
church activities and at home she loved to play piano and sing with family and friends.
Pete A. Isaac won her heart, and after he moved to CA, he returned to Meade to marry
Erma in 1948. Pete said Erma was "the most beautiful girl in the church." He added that
he "found out later she was also the best!" They wrote many letters back and forth during
their courtship, and cards were part of Erma’s love language. Pete brought her back on
their honeymoon to Dinuba, CA and together they raised five boys on a farm northwest of
town. Erma weathered learning to live in a new place with many letters and visits back to
her hometown. She delighted in travel all during her life, especially visiting with those she
loved. Pictures were taken, scrapbooked, and cherished, of events, vacations, and family
reunions. Erma knew the importance of history and memories to a family.
Pete and Erma’s table was a place of family unity and care. Erma’s bottomless
refrigerator, ready provision of cookies, and thoughtful offering of hospitality sustained and
encouraged all who came into her house. Along with her smile, special meals and full
stomachs spelled out Erma’s love. She nurtured Rod, Burdett, Linden, Gary, and Donald
in respect and knowledge of God. Her attentive spirit kept her household warm and
without worry. She went above and beyond to show faithful care.
In addition to farming, Erma helped Pete build and manage Western Sky Mobile Home
Park together with Pete's brother, Clarence. Erma returned to school, finishing her diploma

and and enjoying many college courses. Also Erma grew an Avon business that was built
upon her excellent loyalty in serving her customers.
Dear Mom, You are loved and will be missed. The Boys.
She had been blessed with a full life of 90 years. She was a wonderful wife, mother and
friend to many. She passed into Glory on February 7, 2019, at Sierra View Homes in
Reedley.
Erma Isaac was preceded in death by her husband, Pete A. Isaac, her parents Martin and
Marie Friesen, Stepfather Isaac Lowen, brother and his wife, Wilmer & Elva Friesen,
sisters Laverna Classen, and Roberta Isaac.
Erma is survived by a large and loving family, including five sons, nine grandchildren and
five great grandchildren: Brother-in-law, Ike Classen and family, of Denver, CO, Brother-inlaw, Alvin Isaac and family, of Hillsboro, KS, Sister Joann and her husband Willis and
family, of Denver, CO, Brother Robert Friesen and family, of Sanger, CA
Sons: Rod Isaac of Bend OR, Burdett Isaac and his wife, Donna, of Salem, OR, Their two
children Leah, Michael and his wife Joy, Linden Isaac and his wife, Debbie, of Littleton,
CO, Their two children Emily and James
Gary Isaac and his wife Connie of Dinuba, CA, Their five children Peter, Jessica and her
husband Joseph and their daughters, Rayah and Eleanor, and son, Malachi, and, Michelle
and her daughter Siseana, Kyle, Kristine and daughter Olivia, and son, Landon, Donald
Isaac and his wife, Jeanette, of West Edmeston, NY.
A memorial service will be held at 11:00 AM of Friday, February 15, 2019, at the Dinuba
Mennonite Brethren Church.
Donations can be made to Sierra View Homes, 1155 E. Springfield Ave., Reedley, CA
93654.
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Comments

“

My thoughts and prayers go out to all of you in the recent passing of Erma. I did not
know her that well, meeting her after I married Wendell, and a few times after that at
reunions. She was a very gracious lady with a happy spirit, and she was very kind to
me. What a lovely obituary and how wonderful to have so many good memories. Her
strong faith and love of family with live on through all of you. In sympathy, Kris
Friesen

Kris Friesen - February 15, 2019 at 08:29 PM

“

Erma was my dad's twin sister, and of course that made her my Aunt. Erma was a
very special soft spoken lady. She was committed to her husband and her five boys.
You could tell she adored all of them. She also was a fantastic cook. I heard through
the grapevine, that she was a made to order cook. In other words, sometimes she
cooked different things for different people at the same meal!!! HaHa. My most fond
memory of Aunt Erma was the following. My dad had become very ill, and it looked
like he wouldn't be with us very much longer Aunt Erma wanted to spend those last
days with him. She made a trip to Kansas and was by his side the last two weeks of
his life. I know that meant everything to my dad, and it meant so much to all of us as
well. I wish I could have been with Erma in the same way. I know the Friesen Family
that has gone on to Heaven is having a special "singspiration" up there now that
Erma has joined her precious family. I will miss you Aunt Erma.
Love Lori

Lori Willems - February 14, 2019 at 04:56 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Erma F. Isaac.

February 11, 2019 at 06:11 PM

