Mary Frances Wallace
March 29, 1933 - April 12, 2019

Frances was a warm, compassionate, and vibrant woman, who always went out of her
way to help others. She was never too busy to stop and pray with you, if you needed her.
She was funny and never lost her sense of humor.
Frances was born in the big city of Weinert, Texas. She never could figure out how her
dad managed to find the next big city of Orosi to relocate to. Hot summers, foggy winters,
but this became her home. This is where she raised her children, where she had the best
friends anyone could ever ask or hope for. Her friends and cousins became the sisters she
never had.
She was a single mother at a time when that was nearly unheard of. She was strong and
brave and had to work far too hard to support her children. She worked in a turkey house
for a period of time, before finally making it to an office job with Early California Foods.
Now remember, this was not a time when women were presidents and CEOs of
companies, no, she got up early every morning, put on stockings, high heels, and of
course the “never-leave-the-house-without” girdle. She worked harder and probably knew
more than the “men” who ran the office. She did all of that without any hope of
advancement because she was grateful: she could support her children and keep food on
the table.
On Sundays, she always attended service and not only taught Sunday school, but also
worked with the youth groups. Children were naturally drawn to her. She was loving and
kind and children felt safe with her. They could tell her their secrets, or their stories and
she would laugh with them and always made them feel important.
Frances later met and married the handsome man from the Mobile gas station, the love of
her life, John D. Combining two families wasn’t easy, but she was loyal and fierce in her
love for her family. And now, 50 years later, she passed surrounded by her family. I believe
she let go of her granddaughter’s hand to grab hold of the hand of Jesus.
She never stopped mourning the loss of her brother Kenneth, who died in the Korean War.
She believed, up until the day she died, that her mother was a saint, and her father was a
handful. Her brother Al loved her and protected her, even after his death. His son, Allan,
and daughters, Sandy, Rhonda and Barbara, were loving and supportive and brought her
so much joy. She loved them as if they were her own, and I guess they were.

After retirement, her and John loved traveling and seeing the United States. They had so
much fun and had many carefree years just enjoying life and each other.
Her son, Gary, was able to spend many summers here in Dinuba and she loved the time
they were able to spend together. He was such a blessing in her life. Her daughter, Mona,
also visited regularly and was such a comfort and joy to Frances. She always had a story
to tell and a laugh to share. She and her son Tyson were with Frances as she took her last
breath on this Earth. They shared a special bond that surpasses death. Her youngest
daughter, Lynn, gave her one of her greatest joys, her granddaughter, Tanaya. Lynn made
sure to call her every Sunday and would talk and laugh. Lynn and Frances really bonded
over their love of shopping and foot massages. They both held a special place in each
other’s hearts.
Frances was so special in so many ways, to try to put her life and all she meant to so
many, is actually impossible to put into words. Her life had meaning, she was loved, and
she gave love freely. Anyone who had the honor of knowing her was blessed and will
forever be grateful.
She will lovingly be remembered by her husband, JD Wallace, her son Gary Langford, and
her daughters, Mona Bruce and Jonlyn (Lynn) Langford. Also, by her 2 children by
marriage, Jimmy Wallace and Brenda Davis. She had 4 grandchildren, 5 great
grandchildren and one great-great grandson. She retired as an office manager at Cutler
Public Utilities after 16 years of service and was an active member at her church.
Services will be held at Dopkins Funeral Chapel on April 17, 2019, at 11:00 AM.
The world has lost a wonderful woman and Heaven has gained a perfect angel.

Events
APR
16

Visitation

05:00PM - 08:00PM

Dopkins Dinuba Funeral Chapel
189 South J Street, Dinuba, CA, US, 93618

APR
17

Funeral Service

11:00AM

Dopkins Dinuba Funeral Chapel
189 South J Street, Dinuba, CA, US, 93618

Comments

“

Please accept my family’s sincere condolences on the loss of your dear loved one
Mrs. Wallace. May you find comfort in fond memories of her, and hope in God’s
assured promise to shortly awaken those asleep in death to perfect health and
conditions under his new earthly government.

Greene Family - Yesterday at 12:25 PM

“

So sorry for your loss she will be missed Jack & Darlene BYUS

darlene byus. - April 17 at 08:36 PM

“

Loved this lady and I know she is in heaven, meeting old friends and family. Praying
for the family and know you will have some great memories to help you in your grief.

Sandra Williams - April 16 at 06:31 PM

“

Jamie and Everett Burdan purchased the Small Garden Dish for the family of Mary
Frances Wallace.

Jamie and Everett Burdan - April 16 at 02:16 PM

“

52 files added to the album LifeTributes

Dopkins Funeral Chapel - April 15 at 08:34 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Mary Frances Wallace.

April 14 at 10:38 PM

